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Speaking of Projektor, I saw that band perform the other day for 
the fi rst time since they had undergone some changes. Replacing 
[Sean] Stevens is ex-Mico and Red Fisher guitarist Johnny Stewart — 
a guy with the energy of a hyperactive gym teacher. It’s rare to see 
a dynamic in a band change as quickly as Projektor’s has – before, 
the group relied on the laid back brooding of frontman Jahmeel 
Russell to guide the sway. Now, Stewart’s bounding aggressiveness 
amps everything up, pushing the songs forward in momentum and 
intensity. They seem louder, more confi dent and overall a tighter act. 
Welcome back, Monsieur Stewart. 

- CHART ATTACK  March 2005

Love the new album, put it on my best-of lists in Stylus & Uptown 
[magazines] if anyone cares about such things (which they don’t). 
Also want to give props to Jeremy for being the best all-around gui-
tarist in Winnipeg (creativity helps). I’ve been a huge fan of Jeremy 
since the NEMO days (still the most underrated band ever out of 
this city) and am thrilled to have him in PROJEKTOR. 

- Jonathan Ball, Columnist  December 2004

Alternately dreamy and rockin’, Projektor show off their impres-
sive musicianship on this carefully crafted sophomore release. The 
foursome’s radio-friendly guitar and lyric-driven alternative rock 
is unlikely to offend, but Projektor know how to throw in a good 
hook and melody (“The Getaway”). The aforementioned lyrics 
focus heavily on the well-worn territory of love and human relation-
ships, however Projektor feel genuine as you listen to them wander 
through that well-worn land. And the impressive guitar work of Sean 
Stevens and Jeremy Gillespie adequately amplifi es the moods and 
moodiness. It would not be unrealistic to say that they are alterna-
tive radio-bound, just like their similar-sounding contemporaries who 
paved the way.

- EXCLAiM!  November 2004
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Where Red Wolf Glass, Projektor’s debut full-length, was ethereal 
and spacious, Young Hearts Fail rings truer to its name, sound-
ing like a tightly-wound rock machine ... did I really just say that? 
Some personnel changes in the band have brought about a more 
fl eshed-out sense of instrumentation on this sophomore release, 
and the well-integrated synths and less in-your-face guitar lines 
make Young Hearts Fail a more pointed, dense release than its pre-
decessor. The dark lyrics and spot-on rhythm section remain from 
Red Wolf Glass, and the band’s atmospherics are as plaintive and 
expansive as ever. Many of the tracks feel more grandiose this time 
around, retaining the introspection from the debut release, yet with 
a bit more of a kick. There’s defi nitely a starkly-lit arena rock char-
acteristic to Young Hearts Fail - think a reverb and sweat soaked 
Sense Field or Failure bringin’ it to the kids.
Highly recommended.

- Stylus Magazine  September 2004

Right from the intense sound barrage that opens Young Hearts Fail, 
the second album by Projektor, it’s clear that something is differ-
ent. The sweet, almost-fey vocals are still high in the mix alongside 
thick waves of guitar, but where their debut, Red Wolf Glass, nearly 
drowned in its own reverberation, this effort has a crisp, decisive 
sound that makes it all the more immediate. A few years back, 
Brit shoegazers Six By Seven spent a year on tour with U.S. punk 
bands and emerged from the studio with an explosive post-punk 
land mine of a record. While Projektor don’t deal in that brand of 
tightly wound squelch, their reinvention for this album is very much 
along those lines. The guitar solos have a darker edge, the vocals 
are more urgent and the sound is even more massive than their 
last effort. Throwing in a few emo signposts to offer a bit of all-ages 
cross-over potential, Young Hearts Fail is fi lled with an energy most 
Canadian bands of this ilk lack.
By and large this album is a huge improvement over their already 
stellar debut.

- FFWD Weekly  October 2004
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A few relatively recent reviews of Projektor have remarked upon 
the band’s ‘radio-friendly’ sound. Presumably this means the Winni-
peg quartet plays expressive, tuneful rock music that could possibly 
be heard on a commercial FM station. Oh, the horror of it all! For 
some reason there seems to be a whisper campaign against the 
notion that a band of Albert, Pyramid and Zoo veterans could even 
dare to play anything but young, loud and snotty punka-rawka-rol-
la. Those naysayers should get over themselves, because Projektor 
singer/bassist Jahmeel Russell and his band mates are, simply put, 
one of the most sure-footed and self-aware rock outfi ts in town. It 
is precisely because Russell, Sean Stevens, Jeremy Gillespie and 
Darren Achorn are young music biz vets that this project seems so 
focused, directed and fully realized. Made with Studio 11’s Bran-
don Friesen handling production, Young Hearts Fail is a rich blend 
of aching, mid-tempo textures (the title track, A Quiet Night) and 
melodic, vaguely new wavish rockers (Young Blood, Destinations, 
Sunset) that impress with their breadth, scope and execution. Yeah, 
there’s a bit of a sheen here, but that’s the sound Projektor and Fri-
esen are obviously after. If you want a taste of the hard stuff, check 
out the consistently tight and complex guitar work of Stevens and 
Gillespie; marvel at Russell’s improved singing voice or simply stand 
in awe of Achorn’s energetic and foursquare, solid drumming. The 
young hearts of this band are far from failing.

- Uptown Magazine  September 2004

This Winnipeg rock band was featured in a September 2000 Free 
Press story under the curse-of-death banner ‘Next Big Thing‘. At the 
time, this project led by former Kitten’s bassist Jahmeel Russell, had 
a huge swirling sound reminiscent of early-90’s shoegazer bands, 
engineered perfectly by Studio 11’s Brandon Friesen on the subse-
quent Red Wolf Glass album. Since then Projektor has retooled its 
sound for modern rock radio, placing Russell’s vocals up higher in 
the mix and reining in some of the spacier arrangements.  Young 
Hearts Fail might be the most commercial release yet.

- Winnipeg Free Press  August 2004



PROJEKTOR
>> Selected Press

Distributed exclusively in Canada by

4

RELEASE DATE
Canada - Sept 28/2004

CAT#
NDR039

BARCODE
6-5660593962-9

Distributed exclusively in Canada by

RELEASE DATE
Canada - 2001

CAT#
NDR026

BARCODE
6-2406072026-7

YO
UN

G
 H

EA
RT

S 
FA

IL
RE

D
 W

O
LF

 G
LA

SS

From heavy mellow to hard rock, Winnipeg’s Projektor have taken 
a decidedly edgier approach with the songs on Young Hearts Fail, 
the group’s follow-up to Red Wolf Glass.
“The fi rst record is a lot more quiet and introspective. Things have 
changed. The new stuff is more... rock. Things have drifted back 
into a heavier direction and everyone in the band is happier with 
the changes.” explains singer-bassist and chief songwriter Jahmeel 
Russell. Russell and band mates Darren Achorn (drums), Jeremy 
Gillespie (guitars, keyboards) and Sean Stevens (guitar, moog) are 
near the forefront of a Winnipeg music scene that seems to be ap-
proaching another high cycle.
Projektor was recently named one of the top fi ve “up-and-com-
ing” bands in Canada by What! Magazine and was a fi nalist in CBC 
Radio’s Big Break contest.
As evidenced by Young Hearts Fail, Russell sticks with what he 
knows when it comes to lyric writing. “It’s all kind of personal stuff” 
he adds. “I don’t touch on too many things that most people 
wouldn’t relate to. Some of the songs on the new record are based 
on conversations that I’ve had, relationships that I’ve had, books 
that I’ve read... My fi ance lives in Vancouver for seven months out 
of the year, so a couple of the songs are based on distance and 
sort of coping with that.”
“As far as the music goes, we still employ some of the atmospheric 
effects that people heard on the fi rst album - it’s just that it’s a lot 
more aggressive.” Russell says a live show is still the thing that makes 
being in a band worthwhile. The fi rst reason you get in a band is be-
cause you love playing,” he says. “If that ever changes... it’s time 
to do something else. For us, it’s all about the energy. We try to rock 
out and put out a good vibe. There’s not a lot of in-between-song 
banter or anything like that. We just play our songs back-to-back-
to-back and try to make an impression.”

- Leader-Post  June 2004
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One of the few Winnipeg rock bands to come out of the indie scene 
and play the kind of rock ‘n’ roll that commercial radio might spin.

- Winnipeg Free Press  September 2004

Winnipeg Buzz: Projektor Wear Their Young Hearts On Their Sleeves
It’s always so tempting to give in to journalistic inadequacy and 
lead off with a timely cliché to get the readers primed for the news 
you’re about to bring them. This week, for instance, a less intel-
ligent, less resourceful writer might begin telling you about Projek-
tor’s upcoming CD release by using some tired “back to school” 
approach… “Projektor goes back to the school of rock on its new 
album, Young Hearts Fail where the four students mix math rock 
with art rock…” or some such thing.
But no, we stick to facts around here.  So let’s talk about Young 
Hearts Fail, the second full-length release from Winnipeg’s Projektor. 
The band really makes the grade with this collection of brooding, 
intense melodic pop rock that equally grows from the album it suc-
ceeds, 2001’s Red Wolf Glass, and establishes the band as a matur-
ing force in the increasingly progressive world of emotional rock.
Believe that description only if you don’t get bogged down by ste-
reotypes: these aren’t four little high school kids crying about how 
bummed they get when they take a cut in allowance; the band are 
well known for their variety of infl uences, including the previous proj-
ects of each of the members (Kittens and Meatrack among them).

- ChartAttack.com  September 2004

Projektor were the reason why I made the trip to Toronto. Call me 
biased if you will. It’s OK because I’ll admit it. The band’s debut 
album on Endearing Records was one of the most underrated 
releases in Canadian music last year, fi lled with songs that build to 
epic proportions and explode with heartfelt lyrics. I wasn’t sure if 
Projektor would be able to pull off this kind of emotion in live envi-
ronment, but much to my delight, they did it with ease.

- Jen&Avina | Reviews Live Show at CMW  May 2002


