THE SALTEENS

Br ELIZABETH THORMEY

When Scott L.D. Walker talks about pop
music (not to mention when he plays it), he
doesn’t monkey around. The
singer/guitarist/songwriter behing the
Vancouver-based Salteens is currently in the
process of sparking a one-band Canadian pop
revolution -- The Salteens write some of the
most exquisite petite pop masterpieces to
come out of this country in some time, and
Walker is dedicated to spreading the word.
Since the release of their first album Short
Term Memories earlier this year, Walker -
along with bandmates Megan Bradfield and
Dion Willis - has spent over 10 weeks touring
across Canada and the United States, putting a
little polish in the otherwise danky clubs and
stark community centres of our fair land.
Walker knows he has somthing special on his
hands and he’s willing to work his ass of f to
put the Salteers on the map. And people are
really starting to listen.

“One review pointed out that we say ‘yeah” a
lot and that we actually mean it,” Walker says
from Vancouver, a mere couple of hours
before heading out on tour again, this time
down to Los Angeles. “There’s a lot of
‘yeah’, but it’s not just there for fun, it’s an
important statement that we re saying ‘yeah’.
Like some larger af firmation of whatever
we Te doing. And that’s dead on - when I read
that I was stunned. It’s absolutely an affirma-
tion of whatever we re doing at any point.
We’re saying ‘yeah’ all the time because we
couldn’t agree with ourselves more.”

Confident words from a man who wrote a
song called “Bubba Da”, but there’s a lot more
to The Salteens than superficial smiles, vibes
and harmony. Walker has an admirable affini-
ty for Brian Wilson and Short Term Memories
falls squarely into the teenage-symphonies-to-
God school of finely constructed, swelling pop
majesty. Walker and his gang aren’t a bunch
of sugar-junkie kiddie popsters either - he and
Bradfield met at UBC while studying the aca-
demic points of music, and while The Salteens
aren 't exactly heady, there’
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